Richard and Calleen Ribuca

“Some people say having children ties you down. My husband and I agree that it opens doors for new opportunities in life.” Birth To Three volunteers Richard and Calleen Ribuca actualize their beliefs despite the challenges of being a one-car family, full-time employment and parenting demands. In fact, these challenges unify the family in their efforts. “We work together,” Calleen shares. Indeed, the whole family contributes to the 150 volunteer hours they’ve accrued since last March. “There are always ways to help without having to be on site. Birth To Three brings projects to my home or we all pack up and come in on the weekend. Richard and I work while our kids play. On the rare occasion I have the car during the week; I will come in and bring Kai and Xander with me.”
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Birth To Three provided the perfect match for the Ribuca’s who model service as a family lifestyle. “I was looking for a business that would let me have my 5-month-old son with me while I volunteered. Birth To Three gave me that chance. Birth To Three is so family friendly and there is always something different to do.”
 Calleen cites the ability “to give back to my community without giving up time with my children,” as her favorite part of volunteering.

Let’s all be inspired by the Ribuca’s philosophy: “If you want to volunteer and you’re busy, just remember you are never too busy to make a difference. Anything is possible.”

Next Profile: Lindsay Ferreira
Lindsay Ferreira's "Can Do" Attitude is Appreciated
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Lindsay Ferreira is a volunteer dynamo. During her high school years, she donated her time at Birth To Three every week and often, more than once a week. Lindsay helped keep the volunteer program strong through her willingness to learn new tasks, work independently and be an ambassador for Birth To Three. Her reliable, professional efforts helped the program continue despite budget cuts.

The Marist High School senior first volunteered with Birth To Three after a classroom presentation on the agency. She began in the Children’s Program, which was her favorite Birth To Three experience. Lindsay’s maturity and creativity with children impressed the Children’s Program coordinator, who hired her to provide skilled care to the children of parents attending groups. She still helps when she’s home on college vacations!
Lindsay also reorganized the volunteer contact software, triaged the holiday giftwrapping fundraiser, provided office support, worked on the Cirque de Famille fundraiser, helped on grounds beautification and recruited other Marist volunteers. Lindsay also volunteered for other organizations in Eugene.

In 2009, she provided 131 hours of volunteer work and was awarded Birth To Three’s Youth Distinguished Service Award. Lisa Balint-Juilfs, then her supervisor, said Lindsay is “organized, responsible, extremely professional, doesn’t forget any commitments and is a delight to work with.” Lindsay said she realizes how hard parenting is and that people have to learn the skills to parent.

Staff in Development, Volunteer, Communications, First 3 Years and Make Parenting a Pleasure said a big ‘thank you’ to Lindsay!
